


Cerebral Palsy Caused by Time of Birth?

Study finds a greater risk of CP during night births

A new study by the American Journal of
Obstetrics and Gynecology has found a di-
rect correlation between babies born at
night and cerebral palsy.

After examining the medical information of
two million births in California hospitals
over the course of 14 years, researchers
found that children were 22 percent more
likely to develop cerebral palsy between the

hours of 10 p.m. and 4 a.m.

Cerebral palsy is an umbrella term used to
describe brain disorders that negatively af-
fect a person’s coordination and bodily
movements. It is most often caused by lack

of oxygen to the brain before, during or
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shortly after the birthing process.

The questions we find ourselves asking are
why at night? Why such an increase in cere-
bral palsy during a specific time period of the

day?

Although the authors of the study could not
definitely pinpoint the exact cause of this in-
crease, it is their educated opinion that poor
staffing and medical errors during these late
hours are the reason for such a marked in-

crease in cases of cerebral palsy.

Of course, there are a myriad of causes for
cerebral palsy, but what some may not know is
many instances of CP are ultimately caused by

medical negligence or malpractice. The results

Serve Clients in Conception Bay North

Darlene Russell of Ches Crosbie Barristers
will be staffing a new office in Bay Roberts,
set to
open in

May.

The
new loca-
tion in
Bay Rob-
erts will
enable us
to better
serve

clients in

Bay Roberts native Darlene
Russell opens new office.

the Conception Bay North area from an office

which is located conveniently nearby. All the
resources of Ches Crosbie Barristers St.
John’s office will be available to Darlene at the

branch office.

Darlene is a Bay Roberts native who lives in
Clarke’s Beach with her husband Craig, so the
new office will be convenient for her as well.

We will be occupying new premises in Octo-

ber, but the in the meantime new clients and

existing clients living in the area are welcome

to avail of our convenient temporary offices in

Bay Roberts. Just call 1-888-579-3262 and
make an appointment!

of this study may come as a surprise to many,
but to an experienced cerebral palsy lawyer, it
actually makes sense. If hospitals already have
issues with staff shortages and fatigued work-
ers, it only stands that these problems would

be magnified late at night.

The fact is, caring for a child with cerebral

palsy is incredibly expensive. If it was caused

by medical malpractice, your child may be eligi-

ble for compensation. In the event that you

suspect your child’s CP could have been pre-
ted, it
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North with all the same kinds of law we are
renowned for: personal injury, including mo-
tor vehicle accidents, slip and falls, medical

malpractice, and class actions.m

Moose Vehicle Collisions and Media Website Comments

The anonymous commentators on media websites are usually more interested in making unreasonable, nonsensical and often downright mali-
cious comments, than they are in saying something sensible. At least one prominent exception appears in the comment section of Friday’s story
in the electronic version of The Telegram, “Expert appalled at inaction on moose-vehicle collisions”. It goes like this:

John MacKey - Reducing speed in known moose areas will not prevent moose/vehicle accidents, although it may be a prudent
thing to do to reduce deaths. | was driving between 75-80 kilometres per hour, a moose came out of the ditch, totaled my
car, broke my wrist, and | credit the child car seat for saving my three year old grandson. | restrict myself to daytime driving

now. MOVE on it Dunderdale!

A reasonable comment. But notice that this commentator did not hide behind anonymity — he used his name.




You Have Questions, We Give Answers:
What Happens to an Injury Settlement in Divorce?

Q: Is my personal injury award subject
to division as a “matrimonial asset” in

accordance with the Family Law Act?

A. Parts of your personal injury claim that
represents compensation for economic loss
may be subject to division as a “matrimonial
asset.” However the portion of your personal
injury claim that is considered a non-
economic loss is excluded from the definition
of matrimonial asset and will not be subject to
division.

Q. What s a “non-economic loss’’?

A. A non-economic loss award is awarded as
compensation for intangible losses, such as the
pain and suffering an individual must deal with
as a result of a personal injury. An award for a
physical injury, in and of itself, is a non-
economic loss. Awards for mental suffering
may also fall into this category. These types of
awards are directed to ease an individual’s
personal pain and suffering and are therefore
not considered part of the matrimonial assets.

Q. What is an “economic loss”?
A. Economic losses would include things such
as past income loss, being damages paid to you

Would You Have

In Washington, DC, at a Metro Station, on a
cold January morning in 2007, a man with a
violin played six Bach pieces for about 45
minutes. During that time, approximately
2,000 people went through the station, most
of them on their way to work. After about 3
minutes, a middle-aged man noticed that
there was a musician playing. He slowed his
pace and stopped for a few seconds, and then
he hurried on to meet his schedule.

About 4 minutes later:

The violinist received his first dollar. A
woman threw money in the hat and, without
stopping, continued to walk.

At 6 minutes:

A young man leaned against the wall to listen
to him, then looked at his watch and started
to walk again.

At 10 minutes:

A 3-year-old boy stopped, but his mother
tugged him along hurriedly. The child
stopped to look at the violinist again, but the
mother pushed hard and he continued to
walk, turning his head the whole time. This
action was repeated by several other chil-

dren, but every parent—without exception—

for time you’ve been unable to work since the
accident. An award for the replacement or
repair of your vehicle or other property dam-
age. Awards for the affect of a physical injury
on your ability to earn an income, “loss of
future earning capacity”, can be considered an
economic loss, where an award for the physical
injury itself is a non-economic loss as above.

Q. | received a personal injury award
prior to my separation and used it to buy
a new car. Is my new car subject to divi-
sion even though it was purchased with
excluded “non-economic loss” awarded
funds?

A. Once funds, which were otherwise ex-
cluded from division, are used to purchase
something that would normally be considered
a matrimonial asset, the excluded funds lose
their identity in the matrimonial asset. In this
situation, the newly purchased vehicle would
be subject to division in accordance to the
Family Law Act.

Q. What if | wait until after my divorce
is completed to settle my personal injury
claim?

A. If the accident or injury from which you

Noticed?

forced their children to move on quickly.
At 45 minutes:

The musician played continuously. Only 6 peo-
ple stopped and listened for a short while.
About 20 gave money but continued to walk at
their normal pace. The name collected a total
of $32.

After | hour:

He finished playing and silence took over. No
one noticed and no one applauded. There was
no recognition at all.

No one knew this, but the violinist was
Joshua Bell, one of the greatest musicians in
the world. He played one of the most intri-
cate pieces ever written, with a violin
worth $3.5 million. Two days before,
Joshua Bell sold out a theater in Boston
where the seats averaged $200 each to sit
and listen to him play the same music.

This is a true story. Joshua Bell, playing
incognito in the D.C. Metro Station, was
organized by the Washington Post as part
of a social experiment after perception,
taste and people’s priorities.

This experiment raised several ques-

tions:

will receive compensation, or from which you
could potentially receive compensation, oc-
curred prior to the date of separation any
resulting award will likely be subject to division
in accordance with the Family Law Act.

Q. My accident happened after my sepa-
ration, will that affect my personal injury
claim?

A. |If the accident occurred after the date of
separation it is not relevant to a spouse’s prop-
erty settlement.

Q. Is there anything else | should do re-
garding my personal injury claim while
going through a divorce?

A. () You should seek the advice of a lawyer
who specializes in the area of family law so that
your interests are protected. (2) If you have
two lawyers working separately on your per-
sonal injury claim and divorce, ensure that each
lawyer is aware of the other proceeding so
that they can best protect your personal inter-
ests.m

(Remember, an article like this is not legal advice.
Always check out your personal situation with your

lawyer.)

® Ina common-place environment, at an
inappropriate hour, do we perceive beauty?

e If so, do we stop to appreciate it?

e Do we recognize talent in an unexpected

context?
One possible conclusion reached from
this experiment could be this: If we do
not have a moment to stop and listen to one
of the best musicians in the world, playing
some of the finest music ever written, with
one of the most beautiful instruments ever
made...How many other things are we missing

as we rush through life’m

Referrals

We appreciate your
referrals of family and

friends....show them you

care enough to help.

1-888-579-3262



CHES CROSBIE
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Accidents Malpractice | Class Action:

169 Water Street, 4th Floor
St. John's, NL AIC IBI

FREE Information for Accident Victims

7 Deadly Sins That Can Wreck Your Injury Claim covers a

wide array of accident claims topics such as, who should pay your medical bills
and lost wages. The book also details how to work with a claims adjuster, medi-
cal treatment considerations, and how to determine if you really need the assis-

tance of a lawyer.
Visit
www.ChesCrosbie.com
to order your free copy.

Find us on
faCEbook www.facebook.com/chescrosbiebarristers

This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, medical malpractice, insurance, and small business issues. It is not intended to be
legal advice. Every case is different. The information in this newsletter may be freely copied and distributed as long as the newsletter is copied in its entirety.



